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Abstract

A Study on the Seon Thought of Bong—am Beon Wol—-ju(l&/E A JH)
with a Focus on “Lecture on the Seon Studies” Note

Lee, Soo-chang(Ven. Ma-seong)
(Director, Research Institute for Pali Literature)

This paper investigates the Seon (fff: Zen) Thought of Bong-am Beon
Wol-ju (§fg 8 HJE, 1909-1975). The only source of Bong-am's Seon
thought is his note on "Lecture on the Seon Studies”. This "Lecture on
the Seon Studies” was created in Bong-am's own handwriting in 1996.
Though the "Lecture on the Seon Studies” is not a long article, it touches
all the points on Zen. Especially, the lecture is characterized by not only
the introduction of Zen theories but the emphasis on its practice as well.

The “Lecture on the Seon Studies” consists of five chapters. Chapter 1
deals mainly with Zen's Essence, Chapter 2 Zen’s Concept, Chapter 3
Hwadoo-seon(GEHiE), Chapter 4 Zen's Practice, and Chapter 5 the
Genealogy of Zen(Transmission of the Lamp). Among these, Bong—-am’s
unique Seon Thought appears in Chapters 2, 3, and 4.

In Chapter 2 Zen's Concept, Bong-am defined “Zen refers to his Simji
(). It is an ancient tradition in Fast Asian Buddhism that Zen is
regarded as ‘Simji’ or ‘the foundation of the mind’ In addition, while
Bong-am's thought is based on Josa-seon (illfiliiifi), he takes the position
of sudden enlightenment and gradual practice (TEEWE). This is a
characteristic theory of Hataek-jong (fifi#5%) influenced by the Theory on
the Awakening of Faith in Mahayana (")Jt(5i:). That Bong-am
places a stress on the importance of probation after the sudden
enlightenment at the end of Chapter 2 is the evidence of his position.
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Chapter 3 Hwadoo—seon (GEUHiH) reinterprets Zen on the basis of the
knowledge he gained through various books on Zen and experiences he
attained by its true practice. Through the passages he quotes, we can see
how many Zen books he read and how well versed he was in them.

In Chapter 4, the Zen's Practice is divided into sitting positions in Zen
meditation (4% and the essence of its practice. Above all, Bong—am
emphasizes that a meditator's attitude is more important than his sitting
position while practicing Zen. Moreover, he once again lays emphasis on
the true Zen practice as its authentic meaning by introducing the
importance of essential teachings for Hwadoo-seon (GhEHif) practice in
such books as Baksan seongyeong-eo ("WIULGHERE,), Seongwan chaejin
("MRHASES), and Seonga gwigam ("iHK4E#E). It shows what a pure
Zen practicer he is.

Key words
Lecture on the Seon Studies, Seon Studies, Seon Thought, Sirmji(:C3h),
Hwadoo—seonGEEHi, True Practice, the foundation of the mind.
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